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	Happy New Year ish!
Welcome back to Scene and Nottingham Education partnerships whether you are in an LA school or an academy, primary, secondary, special, PRU or AP and reading this, it’s a ‘Happy New Year’. Of course we were all glad to see the back of 2020 but we didn’t expect the start of 2021 to be radically different and our hope is that the vaccine roll out brings a steadily improving situation for all of us, family and friends, colleagues and children, learning and wellbeing.
Normally January brings us a new start, a new hope, and schools and their staff are generally great optimists, perhaps that’s one of the joys of working with children and young people; we share in their youthful or even their childish optimism. I do hope you can manage that despite these strange times and especially with the turbulent times and added challenges this week has brought.
There is something about new starts, new years, new books, new classes, a new teacher. There is something about expectation and anticipation, something of excitement and also something a little edgy and we know sometimes change does worry some. The same is also true of us as adults of course and it is important to keep a balance between the expectation, anticipation, excitement and worries. During the last year we have seen many major issues that most of us haven’t encountered and yet we have worked through many of them together to find solutions and ‘make the difference’ for Nottingham City CYP. So now 2021 arrives and it is likely to need a bit more of that, especially early in the year, some similar, some new, some quite challenging problems and together we can help each other find solutions. But remember the short dark days of January give way to the warmer longer Springtime and will do so in the natural order. In just three weeks’ time, sunrise and sunset are an hour further apart. In these strange times we can still wish each other the traditional ‘Happy New Year’ and do so with a shared optimism, a genuine hope and a renewed spirit.
John Dexter - Director of Education
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	National Lockdown - Announced at 8pm on Monday 4th January to come into effect from Tuesday 5th January 2021. At time of publication there are no updated guidelines on the DfE website - this is the link to the page where it says it may be updated. Government Website
We will let schools know any updates by email as soon as we can.
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	School Roller Skating - Rolling into 2021 -  Matt Bradbury Sports in partnership with Skateland Nottingham are excited to announce a fantastic new schools experience starting in 2021.Skateland is Nottingham’s community roller skating rink which is right in the heart of the City Centre. read more (only available as Covid restrictions allow)
Literacy for Learning - The National Literacy Trust’s flagship secondary school improvement programme, works with leaders and teachers across the country to ensure that young people have the literacy skills to succeed. We are holding our first virtual secondary conference between 21-29 January, bringing together a range of academics, leading practitioners, award-winning authors and champions from the business sector, with literacy at the heart of the conversation. Tickets for this conference will cost £50 per school and will give your school access to all events for unlimited numbers of teachers and students. Details of keynote speakers, which include Alex Quigley, Sarah Crossan and Alex Wheatle, and how to register can be found on our website here. 
Ice Skating - We are pleased to announce that our partners at the National Ice Centre have some exciting new offers and programmes for schools ice skating! As always, Why Nott? Transport will be supporting them, working closely together to provide safe travel through our Covid-secure transport network. For information about the new programmes and sessions on offer, please see attached  For more enquiries or to make a booking please contact Ryan Rathbone, the new manager of the schools ice skating programmes, at ryan.rathbone@national-ice-centre.com (only available as Covid restrictions allow)
Free WWI Education Resources for KS2 - English, History, PSHE and British Values. Introduction to School Life during WW1 scheme of work. The resource explores school life, illness, farming and Empire. Using an archive of school logbook entries collected through Whitworks Adventures in Theatre’s HLF projects with schools and their communities, this resource gives a glimpse into the lives of Derbyshire school children during World War 1.These are attached but can also be found at: school life and Empire       UoN Author details
Free WWI Educational Resource for KS3 - English, History, and Drama. A lesson plan introducing the idea of Fortune Telling during World War 1. This lesson is based on research by Owen Davis from the University of Hertfordshire. This lesson plan is attached.       UoN Author details
Cultural Rucksack Development Meeting -Join us to help ChalleNGe develop an arts and cultural framework for schools, linked to the school curriculum and supported by arts venues and creative organisations in Nottingham. The Cultural Rucksack will help teachers’ plan and schools’ advocate for more culturally diverse arts and cultural experiences for pupils throughout their school years. Book your free place here 
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	Youth Mental Health First Aid online course New Dates! – Now Starting Monday 22nd February - This is the online version of the full course to become a Mental Health First Aider. It is made up of 4 live sessions built around a Youth Mental Health First Aid action plan with self-learning activities in-between. Individual learning is based on a combination of videos, workbook activities and reading to be done at your own pace in advance of each live session. The live sessions cover a range of Mental Health issues as well as considering risk and protective factors, stigma and discrimination. More
Mental health and wellbeing festival for schools: Now and Beyond on Inside Out Day. On the Wednesday 3rd February 2021, Beyond and Inside Out Day will host the UK’s first ever mental health and wellbeing festival for primary and secondary schools, during Children’s Mental Health Week. Thousands of schools will have the opportunity to choose from an army of mental health & wellbeing experts donating their time to run sessions, free of charge. This is a unique opportunity to be part of something monumental and contribute to a shift in the way the UK approaches mental health education for our children. To sign up
Free R2i refresher online training - for Nottingham City Primary Schools on Wednesday 20thJanuary 2021. Please sign up with your school email address using the Eventbrite link. We look forward to seeing you there. R2i flyer
IDEAL training schedule - Identity, Diversity and English as an Additional language - Correction of dates training schedule for 2021
CAMHS Newsletter - Autumn/Winter edition with an added audio edition! Which you can access by clicking on:  https://youtu.be/eHqaFVqqQIY Please share this widely with your teams and colleagues. The theme for this edition is Connection. At CAMHS we have been have been looking at how important connection is during this challenging time. In this edition we have a podcast supplement to our Newsletter to help us stay connected to you. We share an interview and short performance with Nottingham based singer and songwriter Rob Green who supported us with the campaign #Boys feel it too. We also feature content from the SHARP Team and Positively Empowered Kids, and Wellbeing Return to Education. You can also see CYP’s lock-down creativity at Wonder Wall by following the link in the newsletter. We understand how busy everyone is, so you can pop the video on in the background to hear some of what we have been doing to stay connected. Newsletter
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	In the build up to Christmas (remember that?) we saw some great media interest in our schools
Nottingham music hub put on an amazing online concert. There were around 2,500 pupils from over 60 schools who took part and the live show had all kind of interactivity and  much social media interest. It might be that you would like to show your children taking part or one of the inspiring pieces and some fantastic drone footage of the City ( about 18 minutes into the concert). You can find out more about the music hub here and the concert was brilliant
Lots of schools had wonderful Christmas events despite the situation with Covid. Here is Welbeck school whose amazing Christmas celebration with their children was picked up by the BBC.
If at any time you have a good news story to share, we would love to hear from you. We need all the good news we can find!
 




	





Scene! Read what’s now, new & next!
 Want to get involved? Send your articles to scene@nottinghamcity.gov.uk , 
(we’ll need these by 12 noon on Friday to be included in the next issue).
 Oops! Lost your user details or have a question or comment?
Drop us an email, we’re here to help!
Why not follow Nottingham City Council on Facebook | Twitter ?
 
Look out for Scene! every Tuesday!
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	Free SIM cards for school children – Vodafone recently gave away over 300,000 30GB SIM cards to support blended learning for school children nationwide.  They have a few hundred left in stock, not enough to promote but they would like to get them in the hands of school children.  They come in packs of 10 so if you need some please email how many you would like in multiples of ten to  rachel.evans@vodafone.com
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	Scene! Publications - Scene! will be published on a fortnightly basis during lockdown and will be reviewed once schools return.
Welcome Back Letter - Noting challenges and support available through the Local Authority, originally sent to schools at the beginning of term. more
DfE Remote Education what's working well - As we move into a third national lockdown, with remote education for most pupils once again the default, we are of course very aware of the heroic efforts of leaders, teachers and staff in developing remote education. Likewise, we know there are difficulties and challenges that schools, colleges and teachers face in doing so. This short guide, which draws on findings from our interim visits, research and literature review, aims to provide some useful tips. more
Lateral Flow Test Support - Information provided from meeting with Secondary School Headteachers and Public Health. more
Oversight of vulnerable children - Information for identifying and recording school attendance during lockdown. here
Nursery Funding - Advice on recording pupils during school closure and funding implications. More
Covid-19 Vaccine Toolkit Update - Please find the link to edition 2 of the COVID-19 vaccine toolkit with important updates following the 1st edition released in December
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	Reaching our diverse communities - The council has made sure all of the new national lockdown rules are available in different languages to support our citizens’ needs. Our website now has Covid guidance in 12 different languages. Please help to share these with anyone who you feel would benefit: more info
Old Laptops or Tablets - Please ask friends and family if they have any redundant working devices with webcam features that we can repurpose for school home learning more info
School staff: Take part in Mind's survey into mental health and secondary schools - We want to hear from staff working in secondary schools in England as part of Educating Mental Health: Mind’s inquiry into mental health in schools. Our survey will take 15-20 minutes to complete and closes on March 31st 2021.  To thank you for taking part in the survey, we are giving you the opportunity to enter into a free prize draw for the chance to win a £50 Amazon voucher. We’re interested in hearing about your experience of working with children and young people throughout secondary school – from year 7 to 11, plus sixth form. Your answers will inform our recommendations to the UK Government on how to ensure school staff have the support they need to enable children and young people to access effective mental health care. Mind will be publishing our findings and recommendations to the UK Government later this year and we can share the full results of the survey with you, if you provide your email address.
Cyber Crime Competition Years 5 to 8 - Nottinghamshire Police are promoting a competition they have designed to support schools for Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 9th February.  More information
Nottingham Contemporary - Activity: In the Picture, with BSL (Free materials) For families to apply direct. Inspired by artist Jimmy Robert this activity explores how parts of a picture can be hidden and revealed by cutting, folding, using light, shadow and reflection. Free materials Other family activities can be found at this link https://www.nottinghamcontemporary.org/exchange/for-families/   
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Covid reports - The latest information on Covid-19 cases in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire can be found on the dashboard here. The data on this dashboard is interactive and updated daily. 
Free School Meals Vouchers - term time - The government’s national voucher scheme started again with EdenRed from 18th January. Although improvements have been made to their system since the last lockdown there may be some delays to getting on to the EdenRed website. We do have vouchers in stock so if you would prefer to order through City Catering. We would then invoice you for these vouchers and you can claim the full £15 back from the DfE as you can for the EdenRed vouchers. Alternatively, you may wish to continue with food parcels in the interim. Please email eatculture@nottinghamcity.gov.uk if you would like to order vouchers from our catering team. DfE guidance
Free School Vouchers - February Half Term - We have already made provision to use the Winter Grant funding to pay for FSM vouchers for all FSM pupils for the week of February half term.  As so many of you will be set up with EdenRed again, we are working with them on a solution where you can order the vouchers from them directly and we will transfer the money over to your school. We will still be able to email codes directly to schools who need them.
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	Safer Internet Day - Tuesday 9th February 2021 Resources for next year's Safer Internet Day have been published to help schools run fun and engaging activities for Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 9th February 2021 The resources are free to download and are tailored for 3-18 year olds and look at the topic of reliability online, helping young people differentiate fact from fiction. The resources are available in English and Welsh and include lesson plans, assemblies, posters, films, and other quick activities. You can download the resources here
Home Learning and Activities - Last March DAISI created a full range of HOME LEARNING pages with quick links for activities for families at home. We have continued to monitor and update it throughout the year. Please use and share   http://daisi.education/home-learning/
NQT inclusion Training Morning: Meeting Individual Needs - This NQT Training session will be split into 3 unique workshops supporting NQTs with: The Education of Children in Care, Securing progress for EAL learners, Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs in School.  Each NQT will attend two workshops of their choice. This event is scheduled to take place on Thursday 28th January 2021 via Zoom. For booking and further details, please visit our website 
Holocaust Memorial Day - Wednesday 27th January - advice for Primary and Secondary schools here
Holocaust Training - Exploring the Holocaust; CPD course dates in February 2021 - more details For more information and to discuss bespoke training please click here
School Swimming Home-School Activities - We would like to offer children the opportunity to continue learning about water and have provided some exciting home learning activities. more info
30 Day Wellbeing Challenge - Coaching from Rugby League Legend Jamie Peacock - Free for all School staff and pupils in the UK. More information and dates here. Free staff webinar on Tuesday 23rd February 7pm register here
100 non-screen activities for kids - From Pobble. We're an edtech company at heart, but we're also aware that too much screen time can have a negative effect on children's well-being. To get the kids off the screens, but still having some serious fun we've compiled 100 non-screen activities for kids on downloadable sheets so you can print and share. There are four sheets in total and they cover everything from cooking and crafting to music and movement!  Download your copies here
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	Virtual Library gives children in England free book access - Please click on the link for the BBC News article here
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