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	Digital Festival of Archaeology 11th - 19th July 2020
The Council for British Archaeology's Festival is back for its 29th year in 2020 offering hundreds of opportunities to get involved in archaeology across the UK, with a programme of online events.
This year's theme is Climate and Environment. The festival will explore environmental change and its impact on human activity from the Mesolithic through to the present day.
You can download an organiser pack which contains plenty of information about what will be happening throughout the week, plus a range of images and content to help promote the event and the festival. 
Find out more & get involved!
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	FSM vouchers over the summer holidays - The government have announced that FSM voucher can only be ordered through the national scheme run by Edenred, on their behalf. Please see below link to the government website for more information. If you order your FSM vouchers through Nottingham City Council you may continue until the end of this term.Schools must place orders at least one week before their school term ends. Further information is available in the Covid Summer Food Fund guidance  more info
DfE Press Release: PE and Sport Premium for schools confirmed - Education Secretary confirms £320 million for PE & Sport Premium for the next academic year. more info
Ofsted’s autumn 2020 plans - Find out about Ofsted's plans for visiting schools, further education and skills, early years and children’s social care providers this autumn. more info
DfE Guidance: Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak - What all schools will need to do during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak from the start of the autumn term. more info
DfE Guidance: COVID Summer Food Fund - Guidance for schools and local authorities on providing vouchers to support pupils eligible for free school meals over the summer holiday period during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. more info
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	Signpost to a New Normal Art Competition - To fill our city’s streets with messages of hope and visions of the future, Nonsuch Studios are asking children and young people to create a piece of art, poster, poem or message and they will choose at least 25 of the designs to display in public spaces, business and in windows across Nottingham. The submission deadline is Friday 17th July. 
Find out more & get involved!
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	Free Online Training: Restorative Thinking and Positive Relationships: preventing and managing conflict - This project has produced a series of favourable outcomes for children and their families, including a reduction in the number of exclusions, higher attendance and an increase in attainment, with children feeling safer in schools. As a response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we turned to e-Learning and developed our first programme with our partners the Anti-Bullying Alliance and made this freely available to all families. more info
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	Nottingham Schools Collaborate Virtually to Support Antarctica in the First Ever Online Primary Parliament 
Over 200 pupils representing nine Nottingham primary schools took part in the first ever online Primary Parliament on 7th & 9th July. The sessions marked the 200th anniversary of the first sighting of the continent of Antarctica. Through discussion, research, art, drama, music and presentation, schools explored the question ‘Why should we in Nottingham care about what happens in Antarctica?’
Polar scientists presented fascinating information and answered questions about their life at the coldest place on earth. Pupils then worked with support from mentors to create their own campaigns and messages. The pupils showed fantastic adaptability, enthusiasm and concentration, working together successfully in challenging new circumstances - much like Antarctic explorers themselves!
Well done and thank you to all schools and partners involved. Primary Paliament will return in the Autumn.  
Find Out More
Antarctic Rap By Blue Bell Hill Primary School Y6
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	Words for Work Virtual internship programme for students aged 15-19 years - This summer the National Literacy Trust are launching a virtual internship programme for young people aged between 15-19 in partnership with PwC, Lancôme and Great Portland Estates. All internship placements are part time and will take place virtually. We will ensure that all participants have access to the technology they need to take part. Entries close on Monday 20th July. more info
DfE Guidance: Relationships education, relationships and sex education (RSE) and health education: FAQs - Information from the Department for Education about the introduction of compulsory relationships education and RSE from September 2020. more info
DfE Update: Taking exams during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak - What schools, colleges and students need to know about cancelled GCSEs, AS and A levels and other qualifications in 2020, and the plans for taking future exams. more info
Revised arrangements to launch Religious Education for All 2021-2026 -  The launch of the new RE Syllabus will now be an online process. This process will begin as originally proposed week beginning 16 November 2020. The new package gives greater access and flexibility to schools and has various elements to support staff to maximise the new resources. more info
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	Nottingham City Libraries Summer Activities - Nottingham City Libraries have developed a brilliant range of activities for children to take part in and enjoy online. There’s something for children of all ages. To celebrate the start of the holidays and to officially launch our programme on Monday 27 July 10am – 3pm we have an exciting day of entertainment lined up. We’ve storytellers and stories, illustrators, music from Johnny of Johnny & the Raindrops and an exclusive interactive retelling of Roald Dahl’s The Twits. more info
Reading Together Day Thursday 16th July - The Reading Agency are asking the nation to celebrate the power of reading and the benefits of reading together. 18 organisations across the publishing and literacy, culture and education sectors have collaborated to deliver a programme of activities to encourage everyone to read together, aiming to reach as many families and young people as possible. more info
Mental Health Support Team Logo Competition - A competition for children and young people, at MHST hosting schools in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire, to be creative and develop a design, with prizes for the best entries. Entry deadline is 31st July. Competition Poster  MHST Website  Privacy Notice
Guidance on mental health and wellbeing aspects of coronavirus (COVID-19) - During this time, you may be bored, frustrated or lonely. You may also feel low, worried, anxious, or be concerned about your health or that of those close to you. These are all common reactions to the difficult situation we face. Everyone reacts differently to events and changes in the way that we think, feel and behave vary between different people and over time. It’s important that you take care of your mind as well as your body. more info



	[image: blue cap]
	
	Musical time capsule project for Nottingham and Karlsruhe cements a wonderful relationship - Introducing Into the Unknown, the second international music venture for local charity Nottingham Music Hub since the beginning of Lockdown. This premiere will be the first time The Robin Hood Youth Orchestra (RHYO) have put together a digital performance in conjunction with another orchestra - the Jugendorchester Stadt Karlsruhe, the youth orchestra of Nottingham’s German twin city, Karlsruhe. The people of both twin Cities are invited to the joint premiere of their work, on YouTube, Wednesday 15th July at 7pm. more info
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	End of Year Message from John Dexter, Director of Education
Without doubt any reflections on the year will look back on massive challenges since mid March when the usual rhythm of school looked threatened and then abruptly changed.
The creative, imaginative and uplifting efforts, sometimes critical support with food and activities all reveal a professionalism, often unseen in public, but well known by families in your communities- you have played a pivotal, vital role.
From us all in the Education Directorate a very heartfelt thank you and best wishes for your summer and a special appreciation for those of you moving to new schools or retiring.
Read On Here
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	School census day and the statutory duties of academies on school admissions - In order to make sure as many pupils are in schools on Census Day could all academies and other Own Admission Authorities please make sure that during the school holidays  admission decisions are made weekly, and that school admissions are updated with places available. Without this information offers cannot be made for any schools that are ranked lower, and creates a huge back-log of processing that delays pupils starting school as well as impacting on school budgets. The school admissions team are very happy to provide you with this service. Please contact: schooladmissions@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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	Mental Health First Aid Youth Aware Training - This three hour online course is an introductory session to raise awareness of young people’s mental health. It covers mental health issues affecting young people and skills to support them. The next sessions will take place on Wednesday 9th or Tuesday 15th September 9.30 - 12.30 more info
Letters of Solidarity is a new writing campaign for young people aged 14 to 25 - For many, seeing friends and family meant relying on technology, and isolation from people and our routines quickly became commonplace. Letters of Solidarity asks: what was it like for you? We want young people to tell the world about their experience of lockdown and offer messages of support to neighbours, friends, and family in Nottingham, across the country and world. more info
DfE Guidance: Providing free school meals during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak - Guidance for schools and local authorities on free school meals arrangements during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. more info
DfE Guidance: Supporting your children's education during coronavirus (COVID-19) - Information, guidance and support for parents and carers of children who are learning at home. more info
DfE Guidance: Help primary school children continue their education during coronavirus (COVID-19) - Advice for parents and carers looking after primary school children. more info
DfE Guidance: Coronavirus (COVID-19) catch-up premium - Information for schools on the universal catch-up premium for 2020 to 2021 and the National Tutoring Programme. It includes how much funding schools will get and how it should be spent. more info
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	Reflecting on lockdown to build recovery resources - Reflection is an important part of learning and moving on. Recognising and celebrating positive achievements together with acknowledging feelings and things that they have missed can support individual recovery and help with planning for the future. To support this, Educational Partnerships have created a range of recording sheets and activities suitable for children and young people in KS2 and KS3. download
Mentally Healthy Schools: Resources to support return to school - Although some children have returned to school already, for many, the new autumn term will be their first time stepping into a classroom since lockdown began. Understandably, this may be a strange or worrying time for some children, parents and carers, and schools. more info
Action for Happiness Calendar for Families - The Action for Happiness Calendar for Families has 30 suggested actions to help families look after their wellbeing together in challenging times.
more info
Nottingham City Libraries Summer Activities - Nottingham City Libraries have developed a brilliant range of activities for children to take part in and enjoy online. There’s something for children of all ages. To celebrate the start of the holidays and to officially launch our programme on Monday 27 July 10am - 3pm we have an exciting day of entertainment lined up. We’ve storytellers and stories, illustrators, music from Johnny of Johnny & the Raindrops and an exclusive interactive retelling of Roald Dahl’s The Twits. more info
Royal National Lifeboat Institution: Safety Information - This summer, Lifeguards can’t be on every beach, meaning a heightened water safety risk to beach goers. We are asking you to help us share some important messages to children and their families. 
more info 
RSE Faith Resource - A guide to support faith-inclusive Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) in Nottingham Schools. more info
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	Thank You to Nottingham Newly Qualified Teachers - Thank You to all Nottingham Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) for their hard work and dedication in schools over the past year and the professional support of city Head Teachers throughout the induction programme. We are extremely proud of our NQTs and look forward to witnessing and sharing their continued success as teachers. 
read on
Nottingham Music Hub eases us into the summer with a fantastic evening of Music - Local charity, Nottingham Music Hub are thrilled to launch their summer spectacular - a culminative celebration of work from their year to date. The ‘Summer Celebration’ is available on their YouTube channel and will give an opportunity to watch the widely acclaimed performances and works achieved by Music Hub staff and students, alongside some new additions including collaborations with Nottingham’s Twin City Karlsruhe! Music Hub YouTube Channel more info
Well Done to Greenfields Community School - Well done to Greenfields Community School who have just received fantastic feedback from their recent Ofsted inspection. more info
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